UPCOMING ASHRAE BALLOT – MAY 2008
In early May 2008, as you may or may not be aware of, all ASHRAE members can expect to receive an ASHRAE ballot by mail or electronically for a vote to clarify ASHRAE’s policy on IAQ.  In the upcoming vote, 5 IAQ Questions related to ventilation have been placed on the Society Ballot by the Board of Directors (BOD), similar to a membership petition.  These questions were developed by a Presidential AD Hoc Committee as an attempt to clarify the intent of a 1999 Members Petition concerning Standard 62.  The ballot will some provide background information and the board’s recommendation.  

As with any ballot, there are always two sides to the situation, so as the Wisconsin Chapter, our intent is to provide a basic knowledge of the Ballot for our members prior to the vote.  A small number of concerned members felt there was no means for an open response and discourse on the questions, so we are hoping to open the means of communication within our Chapter, while at the same time, an electronic Discussion Board has been established by Society for this purpose.  This discussion board will allow members to read the questions, background information, the Board’s recommendation, and post any other comments on the questions.  This will allow the ASHRAE Membership an open dialog on the questions and provide a central location where all members can read opinions and supporting information.  Hopefully this will allow each member to reach their own informed decision on the proposed questions.  

As the Wisconsin Chapter, our intent is to supplement the National discussion and to make everyone aware of the upcoming vote, all while trying to provide some background to both sides of the argument.  If you are interested in additional information and/or would like to contribute your opinions in the open discussion board, please visit ASHRAE’s website, www.ashrae.org.
The following are the five questions that will be on the upcoming May 2008 ASHRAE ballot (you will also find a commentary on each question):

Question 1
Should ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines contain health-based limits for pollutant concentrations only when those limits have previously been issued by nationally or internationally recognized health authorities, e.g. U.S. EPA, OSHA or the World Health Organization, and for which standardized measurement methods exist?
· Supporters for a YES vote believe that ASHRAE’s expertise is in the area of HVAC&R engineering and not in the area of health impacts of pollutants, and therefore should not be setting health-based limits on its own.  Other organizations do have that expertise and authority, and only when they have issued such a finding regarding a concentration limit should ASHRAE be including such a limit in its Standards and Guidelines.   
· Supporters for a NO vote believe that only cognizant regulatory health authorities are qualified to set criteria which effect health or safety.  We understand that our role as Professional Engineers is to apply the science of ventilation and we look to ASHRAE Standards to provide the methods, tools and principles to help us achieve these results and that only standardized measurement methods should be applied in making that determination.  The task of setting health and safety criteria should be left to regulatory bodies that are governed by legislative mandate and rigorous regulatory and scientific processes.  
Question 2

Should ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines be allowed to specify means and methods for limiting the concentrations of pollutants normally considered in the design of HVAC systems, even for pollutants that may not have maximum permissible concentration levels set by a recognized health authority or for which standard measurement methods don’t exist?
· Supporters for a YES vote believe there are many pollutants that merit consideration in our standards even though concentration limits have not been established for non-industrial environments and measurement methods have not been standardized.  Examples include carbon monoxide from attached parking garages, particles form outdoor air, kitchen odors, and relative humidity produced from a wide range of occupant activities.  
· Supporters for a NO vote believe that it is understood that our environment contains many pollutants; however as practicing engineers we are not qualified to determine which may pose health risks.  As professional engineers, we cannot practice beyond the limitations of our expertise and must turn to the regulatory health authorities to identify those substances and to set the concentration and exposure levels.  Engineers practice the art of design and are not qualified to make health determinations, while building owners can still elect to exceed the minimum requirements of cognizant health authorities or apply their own more stringent criteria.
Question 3
Should ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines be precluded from requiring measurement of contaminant or other airborne concentrations or specify concentration limits that cannot be measured using equipment and procedures in ASHRAE Standard 111, “Practices for Measurement, Testing, Adjusting and Balancing of Building Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Systems,” or are not covered by other consensus Methods of Test or are not measurable using equipment that is common in building ventilation assessment?
· Supporters for a YES vote believe compliance with contaminant limits must be based on measurements using reliable and readily accessible measurement equipment and procedures, if the measurements have not been standardized or are not part of regular practice, then these measurements would constitute an unreasonable burden. Approval of the question as posed would allow requirements to measure or specify indoor carbon dioxide concentrations, which is becoming common practice for ventilation assessment and dynamic minimum outdoor air control.  ASHRAE Standard 111 is not the only standard that applies to measurement techniques.  It applies to testing and balancing in buildings, but there are laboratory tests and measurements that might be appropriate in contexts other than designing HVAC/R systems for buildings.  ASHRAE should neither limit testing that is unrelated to testing and balancing nor seek to impose Standard 111 beyond its intended scope and purpose.
· Supporters for a NO vote believe voting no does not restrict the use of sensors, tests or methods for the control of ventilation rates as is commonly done by tracking carbon dioxide concentrations.  When compliance of regulated contaminants is in question, then only those tests that are standardized and conform to ASHRAE Standard 111 must be used.  The phrase “or are not covered by other consensus Methods of test” leaves a potential loophole on defining “consensus method”.  
Question 4

Should ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines strive to provide health, comfort and/or occupant acceptability consistent with ASHRAE policy?
· Supporters for a YES vote state that several ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines, particularly those intended for reference or adoption in building codes, are appropriately concerned with protecting public health and safety.  Others attempt to provide for occupant comfort and environmental acceptability. Existing ASHRAE policy identifies these as appropriate motivations for standards development activities based on the Society’s Certificate of Consolidation and Bylaws.  Striving for better health, comfort and acceptability is neither a claim nor a guarantee.  . 
· Supporters for a NO vote believe that we all strive to promote health, comfort and/or acceptability in our designs.  ASHRAE’s responsibility to the society is in setting engineering standards which utilizes criteria from recognized health authorities.  Such standards should be promulgated through legislative mandate and be subjected to rigorous regulatory, scientific and review processes.  ASHRAE should not duplicate the efforts of existing agencies or be viewed as attempting to subvert their authority.  
Question 5

Should ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines be permitted to contain factors for use in design calculations, such as mixing efficiencies and air change effectiveness, as long as it is the consensus of the standards writing body that these factors are important to providing acceptable indoor air quality?
· Supporters for a YES vote believe that one means of keeping the design calculations in ASHRAE standards as simple as possible is the use of adjustment factors, such as air change effectiveness. The use of these factors serves as an alternative to potentially complex calculations while accounting for effects that have been shown to be important to a system’s ability to provide acceptable indoor air quality.  ASHRAE standards tend to default values for these factors in order to make them easier to use.  
· Supporters for a NO vote believe ASHRAE Standards are viewed as authoritative documents which are based upon scientific fact, methodology and proven results.  Therefore, unproven methods such as air change effectiveness or mixing efficiencies, since they are immeasurable factors, are unacceptable in ASHRAE standards.
